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AUCTION OF ANDREW MITCHELL’S BIKE LAUNCHES ON EBAY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR KENYAN CHILDREN’S CHARITY
- Bid for the Bike - 
An auction of Andrew Mitchell’s bike launches on eBay today (Sunday 28 April) with all funds raised being donated to Kenyan Children’s Charity, Nyumbani UK.
To mark the occasion the former International Development Secretary & Chief Whip joined the charity’s trustee, Baroness Estelle Morris of Yardley, at the House of Commons, for photographs with the two-wheels now dubbed the most famous bike in Britain. 
The bike was at the centre of the row between the ex-Cabinet Minister and the Police who prohibited him from riding it through the main gates of Downing Street. The media storm that then surrounded it, along with its distinctive front basket, has made it too recognisable, prompting the Sutton Coldfield MP to finally part ways with it. 
Andrew Mitchell commented; “Nyumbani UK helps thousands of Kenyan children left behind by the lost generation of the country’s devastating HIV pandemic. I am keen to donate the bike to the charity to auction on eBay and I hope that prospective supporters will bid generously.”
Baroness Morris of Yardley, who is the former Secretary of State for Education, added; “We are delighted Mr. Mitchell has chosen Nyumbani UK. Any monies raised through its auction will really make a tangible difference to the lives of these children.”
Nyumbani UK works to provide HIV and AIDS affected children in Kenya with the best nutritional, medical, educational and psychosocial care. It does this through three distinct projects: A slum outreach program called Lea Toto in Nairobi which helps 3,000 children, the Nyumbani Home that supports 100 children and finally the Nyumbani Village that provides care for 1,000. At the very centre of village life are the Hotcourses Primary School and the Lawson High School.
Other patrons of the charity include former England Rugby coach and Olympics Director of Sport Sir Clive Woodward, top UK chef Tom Aikens, Chief Executive of Huntsworth plc Lord Chadlington, Chief Investment Officer of Caxton’s Andrew Law and the National Theatre's Sir Nick Hytner, Royal Portrait Painter Richard Stone and Helen Danson.
To Bid for the Bike, please visit www.nyumbani.org.uk/ebay. The auction will close at 7pm on Thursday 2 May.
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Notes to Editors
· For more information, as well as high resolution photographs, please contact Sarah Jones on 07775 582 497 or sarah.jones@nyumbani.org.uk;
· More information on the charity can be found at www.nyumbani.org.uk;
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